
THE COFFEE 
SHOP 

 

St John’s Church Hall 

Every Wednesday morning 

10.00 am to 12 noon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RELAX AND CHAT 
AMONG FRIENDS 

 
Everyone welcome 
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St John the  
Evangelist Church 

Highbridge 

40p 

September 2014 



 

Vicar 
Associate Priest 
Assistant Curate 

Rev’d Sharon Crossman 
Rev’d Tonya Nixon 
Rev’s Dr Simon Bale 

789290 
793950 
792701 

Church Wardens Mr Ian Chedzey 
Mr Chris Perry 

785367 
783753 

PCC Secretary   

PCC Treasurer Mr Bob Attwood 781892 

Gift Aid Recorder Mr Neil Biddiscombe 788262 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Jenny Dolan 785935 

Sacristan Mr Graham Dunbaven 781494 

Organists Mrs Shirley Vickery-Mills 785371 

Flower Rota Mrs Olga Chedzey 785367 

Safeguarding Appointed Person Mrs Jo Burridge-Clayton 780130 

Church Hall Bookings Mrs Pat Burge 788134 

Tower Captain  Mr Ron Fisher 786131 

Magazine Mrs Joyce Dunbaven 783583 

Childrens’ Ministry Mrs Liz Davies 256323 

Men’s breakfast Mr Derek Morris 792089 

Toddler Group Mrs Chris Preston 
Mrs Jenny Pope 

787027 
788979 

WHO’S WHO AT ST JOHN’S 

THE CHURCH HALL 
Is available for hire at reasonable rates 

Single or weekly bookings 

Please contact the Booking Secretary: Mrs Pat Burge 

Tel. 788134 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

SICK VISITING 
We are entirely dependent upon members of the congregation for 
information about those who may be ill and/or would like a visit, or 
would appreciate having Holy Communion taken to them. 
 
CLERGY DAYS OFF 
For reasons of general health and sanity, the clergy need to keep 
some time each week free of duties. If parishioners would normally 
leave the Vicar and the Curate free on Mondays   they would be very 
grateful. 
 
BAPTISMS AND WEDDINGS 
Normally up to five or six weeks’ notice is required for baptisms but it 
is helpful to have six months’ notice for a wedding. Monthly baptism 
“Surgeries” are held in the Church Hall. Please contact the curate 
(Tel. 792701) in the first instance. 
 
FLOWER ROTA 
Floral decorations in our church are arranged by a rota of volunteers 
and entirely funded by kind donations from Church members and 
others, often in memory of loved ones or in celebration of an anniver-
sary. Enquiries, please, to Olga Chedzey, (Tel. 785367). 
 
FREE WILL OFFERING SCHEME 
This helps members of the congregation to be systematic in their giv-
ing by the use of bank standing orders, where possible, or otherwise 
by the use of numbered weekly envelopes. If you pay income tax or 
tax on savings/capital gains, H M Revenue and Customs will pay a 
further 28% to the Church at no extra cost to you, if you sign a Gift Aid 
Declaration form. For further information about these matters, please 
contact Neil Biddiscombe, Gift Aid Recorder (Tel. 788262). Strict con-
fidentiality is guaranteed. 
 
ELECTORAL ROLL 
If you are a regular worshipper at St John’s, you are entitled to have 
your name on the Electoral Roll. Information is available from the 
Electoral Roll Secretary, Jenny Dolan (Tel. 785935). 
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 Christian Aid welcomes Government ambition to 

tackle FGM and child marriage 

 
Long-term solutions to end female genital mutilation (FGM) and child 

marriage are essential to ensure progress towards ending harmful prac-

tices, says Christian Aid. 

 

Better opportunities for girls and women, supporting survivors and pro-

tecting girls at risk were among the key areas to be addressed at the 

recent Girl Summit hosted by the UK Prime Minister and jointly organ-

ised by the Department for International Development and UNICEF. Ap-

proximately 140 million girls and women are currently living with the 

consequences of FGM globally, of whom 92 million live in Africa.  World-

wide, more than 60 million girls are child brides 

 

“We welcome the Summit and DfID’s ambition to tackle these issues 

and the recognition of the key role of faith-based and civil organisations 

in the fight against both practices,” said Christian Aid.  “Working with 

communities, education and engaging with religious and traditional lead-

ers is essential.”   
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WEEKLY SERVICES 

1st, 2nd, 4th SUNDAYS 
Said Communion 8.00 am 
Sung Communion 9.30 am 
 
 
2nd Sunday All Age Communion Service at 9.30 am 
A service in which children are encouraged to take part 
 
 
3rd Sunday 
Said Communion 9.00 am 
Shorter Communion (with Hymns) 3.00 pm 
(Followed by  Tea and Cake) 
 
 
5th Sunday 
Joint Service in one of the Team Churches as announced. 
 
 
WEEKDAYS 
Morning Prayer is said most mornings at 8.45 am 
 
Wednesday Said Eucharist 9.30 am 
 
 
Baptisms, Weddings and Banns of Marriage 
Can be arranged by  contacting Reverend Dr Simon Bale, Tel. 
792701 
 
 
Holy Communion for the sick and housebound  
This can be  arranged by contacting the Rev. Sharon Crossman, Tel. 
789290. 
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Marriage Alive and 

Well 

 
The death of marriage has been exaggerat-
ed, it seems:  there is currently the biggest 
rise in getting married in the UK since the 
end of the Second World War.   The num-
ber of weddings in England and Wales in-
creased by 5.3 per cent in 2012 to more 
than 262,000 – the highest for a decade.  
And that figure doesn’t include the growing numbers of couples get-
ting married abroad. 
 
Taken alongside the biggest year-on-year increase in the number of 
church weddings for more than 30 years, some family lawyers say it 
points to a revival of support for ‘traditional’ marriage.  The new Bish-
op of Liverpool, the Rt Rev Paul Bayes, said:  “People now see mar-
riage …as a crown on the life that they have made together.”    

Dads in the 

delivery room 

 
19 out of 20 fathers are pre-

sent when their partner gives 

birth.  “Far from feeling forced 

into the delivery suite, fathers 

want to be there to share the 

experience and support their 

partner.”  So finds the British 

Pregnancy Advisory Service.   

The presence of fathers in the 

delivery room has risen dra-

matically in the past five dec-

ades;  back in 1960 only one 

in 10 fathers attended the 

birth. 
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By the time this edition of St John’s Magazine is 
published,  summer will be almost over, and we 
shall be looking forward to the changing colours of 
autumn. 
 
This autumn, we hope to bring you news of people and events at St 
Johns, as well as information about what is happening in the wider 
church. There will also be comment on national and international 
events with the hope of encouraging  reflection on them from a Chris-
tian point of view. There will also be articles about relationships and 
family life. 
 
With all this, we give readers the opportunity to express their views, to 
ask questions and to contribute articles. How about being the first  to 
contribute to “Readers’ Views and Comments”? 

ditorial E 

Simon Says 
Difficult Times? 

As I write, the bombs have begun again in Gaza and Israel and peo-
ple are running for their lives, quite literally, in areas of Iraq. In Syria 
the conflict continues and around one in six people in Lebanon is a 
Syrian refugee. And, this in the week we commemorate the cen-
tenary of the start of the First World War. It was called the war to end 
all wars…? I think not. 
 
So, what do we do about it? How do we respond to such horror where 
people are being killed for not being the ‘right' religion, or for being in 
the wrong building when a missile hits? How do we make sense of it?  
 
I’m not sure we can make sense of it. That is probably why it feels so 
appalling. If we could get  handle on what is happening, perhaps it 
would all become so much more acceptable?  

Continued on page  5 



 

4 

 
  

29 

 
 
 



 

28 

 

5 

 
 

 

 

  
Continued from page 3 
 
I do not know how anyone could visit such atrocities on others. I do 
not know how anyone could disregard the innocence of people 
caught in the crossfire, or how anyone could be so appalled at the 
beliefs of another that they would want to execute them. Aren’t I for-
tunate? I live in a nation where we are so comfortable, so stable, so 
blessed by peace.  
 
Will that last, however? Whenever we show anger at another for not 
being like us, for behaving in ways that challenge our way of life, we 
are in danger of going along the road that leads to hatred and con-
flict.  
 
In our peaceful corner of Somerset, I pray that we can continue to 
find ways to see in others the beauty of God, and to value anyone, 
whoever they are, whatever their faith and whatever their back-
ground, as beloved of God. If we can live like that, then we can at 
least show others there are ways that do not require hatred and ap-
palling cruelty.  

 
Rev Dr Simon Bale 

Songs of Praise,  

I will ever give to thee… 

Songs 
“Songs of Praise”… Notice the two key words. 

“Songs" and “Praise". They go together even better than a horse and 

carriage. When we sing, we are drawn closer to God. Good hymns reveal 

to us a deeper nature of God. We all have our favourites, and we all have 

those which we find difficult to understand. Think about what yours 

might be.  

 

It may come as a surprise to learn that for many years I went to church 

without having any inkling that I would eventually become a Christian. I 

was a determined atheist. It’s a long and complicated story (I’ll explain 

at another time…) but I would trundle along to church most Sundays. I’d 

sit in the pew. I’d stand up when everyone else stood up and I’d sit down 

when everyone else sat down.  



 

6 

 
I said nothing. Not an “Our Father”, nor an “It is right to give thanks and 

praise,” would pass my lips. I’d share the peace, but other than that the 

only thing I’d do is sing. No prayers, no responses. Just the hymns. I was 

even a member of the music group playing my guitar at family services. 

But nothing else.  

 

Now, almost 15 years since I acknowledged my faith, it seems odd never 

to have spoken during those services. Even so, my faith was encouraged 

in no small part because of the hymns I sang and I remain inspired by 

music, and by singing. I recognise the power of hymns in our worship. 

Added to which, I grew up in the Congregational Church where hymns 

feature a great deal, and that counts for a lot, I 

am sure.  

 

Even so, sometimes hymns can seem a bit of 

an afterthought, not especially central to the 

main business of the Eucharist, for example. 

So, next time you are standing in the pew, re-

flect on the hymns. Contemplate the words you 

are singing, and also the music being played. 

Both words and music have spiritual content. 

Both words and music can move us. They are 

emotive, evocative, inspirational. And that is 

why services like "Songs of Praise" can draw us 

into a world of faith that might otherwise pass 

us by. Hymns help us connect with God through 

music, which is independent of language and goes straight to our spiritu-

al core.  

 

Of course, the words matter and there are hymns whose words give me 

some concern, theologically. Sometimes  I am not at all sure I believe in 

the God described by some hymns. That is also for a future article, per-

haps, but thinking about the words can be a prayerful action. ‘Just’ sing-

ing the hymns we can miss out on the meaning.  

 

Praise 
Then there is the second word, “Praise”. Hymns are not just about intel-

lectual contemplation. Good hymns can bring out a sense of joy and 

thankfulness, praise and wonder. Praise is an essential part of worship. 

We give thanks to God for all God has done, and we praise God’s glori-

ous name. How? What do we actually do?  

27 

 
 

200 CLUB 



 

26 

 
 

7 

 
 
I was interested to see a few weeks ago the celebrations and praises 

showered on the German football team, both at the the moment they 

won the world cup, and also when they returned home to Berlin. Huge 

crowds, screaming and shouting, lots of noise, and, of course, singing!  

 

If ever you attend a football match, you may well hear singing. Some of it 

may be a little … earthy … but the words and even tunes of many football 

songs praise the team or individual players, picking out particular as-

pects of certain players skills, and so on.  

 

The praises were sincere, but, of course, entirely earthly. Sometime very 

earthy. But they show how important praise is to us humans! And it so 

often seems more sincere, more authentic, when praise is sung. Whether 

you enjoy football or not, you cannot ignore the excitement and joy that 

was felt by many at the success of ‘their’ team, and it somehow seems 

entirely appropriate to praise the German team for what they achieved.  

 

So, what about praising God, so much vaster and more significant than 

even football, so much vaster than anything we can conceive of, and, in 

our lives as Christians, so much more exciting and joyful than anything 

we might experience!  

 

How do we show praise, why, and, to 

begin with, where?  

 

Where? 
The Psalms are full of praises and 

hymns, singing and joyfulness, and 

nowhere more perhaps than the last 

one, Psalm 150. Have a look at it. It 

explains this praise thing very well, 

and tells us that we can and should 

praise God everywhere. In church and 

in the streets, in our homes, in cars… 

everywhere: “Praise God in his sanc-

tuary; praise him in his mighty heav-

ens.”  

 

Giving praise isn’t just something to 
do in church, but outside as well: 
with others, wherever you feel the 
urge! Don’t hold back.      Continued on page 9 
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WOMEN BISHOPS—at last! 

...but a painful process. 
 
Since the General Synod of the Church of England gave its final ap-
proval for women to become bishops in July, the first woman bishop 
could potentially be appointed by the end of the year. 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, said:  “This is the comple-
tion of what was begun over 20 years ago with the ordination of wom-
en as priests. I am delighted with the result.  … My aim, and I believe 
the aim of the whole church, should be to be able to offer a place of 
welcome and growth for all. …It is not winner take all, but in love a 
time for the family to move on together.” 
 
The Archbishop of York, Dr. John Sentamu, said:  “Generations of 
women have served the Lord faithfully in the Church of England for 
centuries. It is a moment of joy: the office of Bishop is open to 
them.   To those who ask ‘what took you so long?’ my answer is that 
every decision has a cost and there will be those within our body who 
will be hurting as a result of this decision.  Our answer to the hurting 
should not be ‘get over it’ but rather ‘we will not let go until you have 
blessed us.  We move slowly because we move together… As the Afri-
can Proverb says: ‘Whoever walks fast, travels alone. Whoever walks 
far, walks in the company of others’.”  
  
The legislation approved this summer includes a House of Bishops 
declaration, underpinned by five guiding principles and a disputes res-
olution procedure. Following the vote on the measure which enables 
women to become Bishops, the Synod voted on enabling legislation 
(Canon) and also rescinded existing legislation (Act of Synod) as part 
of a package of measures being proposed.  
 
Following the vote, the measure moves to the Leg-
islative Committee of General Synod and then to 
the Ecclesiastical Committee of the Houses of Par-
liament where the legislation will be considered. 
Subject to Parliamentary approval, the measure 
will return to the General Synod in November of 
this year where it will come into force after its 
promulgation (legal formal announcement). 
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How? 
We are back with hymns! Verses 3–6 of Psalm 150 encourage praise 

with music: cymbals and trombones, harps and pipes. Our praise can 

sometimes feel a bit muted. Maybe we need to look at how sporting 

crowds praise their teams, again, and leap up and down and crash cym-

bals? If we feel the urge, why not?! Every means we have to make sound 

is to be used to praise the Lord!  

 
Why? 

Why offer praise? Praise is an outpouring of thanks, a recognition of joy, 

an acknowledgement of love even. In Ps 150 we are encouraged: “Praise 

him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness.”  

 
Sometimes our praise of God can be anything but the joyful, excited af-

fair that we see after a major sporting success. Sometimes we can make 

it all a bit formal, a bit predictable. But every time we share communion 

we say, ‘It is right to give thanks and praise’. Hymns are one means of 

praising. But we shouldn’t stop there. Think of ways you can show praise 

for all God does. If it feels like praise, it probably is! And if it feels like 

praise, then do it!  

Rev Dr Simon Bale 

ST JOHN’S MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Saturday October 25 8.30 am 

 
Fried or 
scrambled 
egg. 
 
Contact      

Derek Morris

Tel: 792089 
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From the July/August Registers... 
 

Baptisms “May they grow in faith 
3rd August:   Anya Lovibond-Stephens, Bella Elisabeth Page, 
  Poppie  Owen-Perks, 
17th August:  Maya-Rae Ladipo,  
31st August: Iolah Morgan, Owen Webb, Joseph Thorn 
 
Funerals  “Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord” 
1st August  Rodney Wilson 

 
Magazine Copy date 

The copy date for the October Magazine is 
Wednesday 17th September 

 
Articles can be placed in the magazine folder situated 

At the back of  
St John’s church or passed to Joyce Dunbaven,   

Email copy can be sent to  john.ruffle01@btinternet.com 

 

Items received after the copy date may not be included in the next 
edition of the magazine. 

EXIT WONGA FROM THE CHURCH 

COMMISSIONERS’ PORTFOLIO 

 
Church Commissioners for England were recently “pleased to 
announce” that their indirect investment exposure to Wonga in 
their venture capital portfolio has been removed. The Church 
Commissioners no longer have any financial or any other inter-
est in Wonga. 
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TAKING CARE OF 

YOUR RELATIONSHIP 

Surviving the Kids 
 
Much as you may love your children, they  almost 
always put a degree of strain on a relationship. 
Looking after them  inevitably means that there is 
less time for each other. Furthermore, bringing up 
children is a complex task, and there is no training for it. Mostly, we 
make it up as we go along. Some of it we get right, and some of it 
goes wrong. Because of this, there can easily be arguments over the 
best way to treat the children, or how to deal with the unexpected 
challenges they throw at their parents. 
 
Whatever the pressures, it is vital to take time out for yourselves—pay 
a child sitter, enrol relatives to help or whatever, but do make time to 
be together and to maintain real intimacy between you. 
 
However you may disagree, it is always important to show a united 
front to the children. They are very skilled manipulators, and if you 
show your differences to them, they will lose out on the discipline 
they need in the process of growing up. Those differences, with the 

children in the middle’ will be destruc-
tive to the children and to the relation-
ship between their parents. 
 
Time spent alone together, without 
the children present can provide an 
invaluable opportunity to talk out 
those differences and to arrive at 
some sort of a working compromise. 
However, it is important not to let the 
children hijack the whole of that pri-
vate time together. That time is need-
ed to share intimate personal stuff 
and hopes and aspirations—to tell 
each other what you need and what 
you can better do without. 
 

John Ruffle 

I know my Mum prays. I hear 
her say, “Thank God” when 
I’ve gone to bed. 
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Sun 21st         Battle of Britain Sunday    Trinity 14 

=========================================================== 
Tues 23rd  10.00am   Toddler Group in Hall 
Wed 24th 9.30am  Said Communion 
 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place 
 7.30pm Emmaus Course, West Huntspill Methodist Church 
Sat 27th 10.30am Celebrating 20 years of shared male & female  
   priestly ministry. Wells Cathedral 
 4.00pm Wedding 
================================================================= 

Sunday 28th      Trinity 15 

Tues 30th 10am Toddler Group in hall 
 7.00pm Baptism Preparation 

October 
Wed 1st 9.30am  Said Communion 
 10.00am  Foodbank Listening Place 
Fri 3rd 7.30pm Servers Doughnut Party 
Sat 4th 10am  Quarterly Peel 
================================================================= 

 
 

Our Team…… 
“United in bringing the light of Christ into our communities”. 

 

St Johns, Highbridge East 
Huntspill 

West Huntspill Mark 

9.00am Said Comm. 
3pm Communion and 
Tea. With invited mem-
bers of RAFA 
 

  
3pm Comm 

11am Family 
Communion 

9.30am Family 

Communion 

  
5pm Evensong 

St Johns, Highbridge East Huntspill West Huntspill Mark 

8.00am Said Comm. 
9.30am  Sung Comm. 
5.00pm Creative Worship 

6.30pm YDG   

11am Morning 
Worship 

11am Harvest 
Communion 

9.30am 

Communion 
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St John’s Church Diary September 2014 
Tues 2nd 7.00pm Baptism Preparation  
Wed 3rd  9.30am  Said Communion 
 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place 
 7.30pm  Worship & Growth 3 Brunels Way  
Thurs 4th 5.30pm Finance Gp. (Stewardship Planning). Vicarage 
Friday 5th 7.00pm Parents Party. Sanctuary Chapel (In Church) 

Sun 7th              Trinity 12  

============================================================= 
Tues 9th 7.00pm PCC Meeting. Church Hall  
Wed 4th   9.30am  Said Communion 
 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place 
Thurs 11th 7.30pm Churches Together AGM. St John’s Church Hall 
Fri 12th 7.30pm Beetle Drive in Church Hall 
Sat 13th 4.30pm Family Service Practice 

============================================================= 
Sun 14th                 Trinity 13 

After the Family Service at St John’s we hope as many people as possible will be 
able to come along for a discussion following on from the vision 

day – followed by a bring and share lunch 

============================================================= 
Tues 16th 10.00am Toddler Group in Hall 
Wed 17th  9.30am  Said Communion  
 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place 
Fri 19th 7.30pm Team Skittles Night, Bason Bridge 
Sat 20th 9.00am Full Peel attempt 
 1pm  Wedding 

St Johns, Highbridge East Huntspill West Huntspill Mark 

8.00am Said Comm. 
9.30am  Family Comm.
   

3pm   Harvest 
Service 

  

11am Morning 
Worship 

9.30am 

Communion 

St Johns, Highbridge East Huntspill West Huntspill Mark 

8.00am Said Comm. 
9.30am  Sung Comm. 
3pm Baptisms 
 

11am Communion 

  
8am Communion 

3pm “@3” 

9.30am 

Communion 
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  Music be the food 

 of life, play on!       
 
As a very powerful art form music stirs the human spirit. Nobody 
knows how or why, but no other animal seems to enjoy music at a 
conscious level or makes music for sheer pleasure.  
 
It also happens to be good for your general health and wellbeing. So 
why not come and join The Burnham & Highbridge Choral Society on 
Thursday evenings during September - May at 7.30pm in the Method-
ist Church Hall, College Street, Burnham on Sea.  
 
We're a friendly group of people, who enjoy singing various types of 
choral music which, as our repertoire grows, includes some more 
modern pieces.   
This season we will be attending various local events including the       
Co-operative Funeralcare Memorial concert in Weston. 
          
 We're a mixed choir, so Men & Women are welcome. There are NO 
auditions. The first 3 weeks are free, so there is no pressure to decide 
on the first night.  The new season starts on Thursday 4th September 
2014 at 7.30pm. We look forward to meeting new people who enjoy 
singing as much as we do. You will be made very welcome.  

        
The programme for Christmas will consist of a variety of music from:- 
Britten, Gritton, Lauridsen, Rutter, San Saens, Vivaldi and Warlock. 

             
For more information contact Bev Hearn 01934 732041 or email 
jane.lee36@btinternet.com Or visit our 
Facebook page where you will also find 
some video clips of our past concerts. 
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
BurnhamAndHighbridgeChoralSociety ( 
You do not have to be a member of Face-
book to do this) .          
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Simon Bale Ordained Priest 

 
In July, Simon Bale, curate at Highbridge and in the other team 
churches was ordained priest in Wells Cathedral. He is now able to 
perform all the functions of a Vicar in the church of England and he 
celebrated his first Eucharist  the Sunday after his ordination. He con-
tinues as an assistant curate here for the next three years, to com-
plete his training.  

Simon has become a 
well-known figure as 
he pedals furiously 
around the parish on 
his bike. 
 
Simon’s wife, Louise, 
is a licensed reader 
and as such is able 
to preach, conduct 
non-Eucharistic ser-
vices and do pastoral 
work in the parishes.  
 
Their presence and 

ministry in the team churches has 
been greatly appreciated. 
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Clues Across 
 
1 ‘Through [Christ] we have gained — 

by faith into this grace’    (Romans 5:2) 

(6) 

4  Deprives of sight (Deuteronomy 

16:19) (6) 

8  The words of a hymn do this 

(mostly) (5) 

9  Faithful allegiance (1 Chronicles 

12:33) (7) 

10 Belgium’s chief port (7) 

11 Where John was baptizing 

‘because there was plenty of 

water’    (John 3:23) (5) 

12 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9) 

17 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness 

(Mark 1:13) (5) 

19 Comes between Amos and Jonah 

(7) 

21 ‘Your will be done — — as it is in 

heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) (2,5) 

22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5) 

23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6) 

24 ‘Out of the — I cry to you, O 

Lord’ (Psalm 130:1) (6) 

 

Clues Down 

1  Popular Christian author and hu-

morist, — Plass (6) 

2  Transparent ice-like mineral 

(Revelation 4:6) (7) 

3  Method of compelling surrender 

by surrounding target of attack    (2 

Chronicles 32:1) (5) 

5  Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4) 

6  Lonny (anag.) (5) 

7  Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6) 

9  Husband of Deborah, the proph-

etess (Judges 4:4) (9) 

13 Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) 

(7) 

14 What Christ threatened to do to 

the lukewarm church in Laodicea    

(Revelation 3:16) (4,3) 

15 ‘Simon Peter climbed aboard 

and dragged the net — ’ (John 

21:11)    (6) 

16 His response to Jesus’ decision 

to return to Judea was ‘Let us also 

   go, that we may die with 

him’ (John 11:16) (6) 

18 ‘There will be weeping and 

gnashing of — ’ (Matthew 8:12) (5) 

20 Walkway between rows of pews 

in a church (5) 
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Broken  

How do you fix a broken 

website?  

 

With stick e-tape. 

No tables  

TEACHER: John, why are 

you doing your maths multi-

plication on the floor? 

JOHN: You told me to do it 

without using tables. 

 

Cheese  

They say cheese gives you 

nightmares.  

First day back  

It was the first day of school. As the Head 

made his rounds, he heard a terrible commo-

tion coming from one of the classrooms. He 

rushed in and spotted one boy, taller than the others, who seemed to be 

making the most noise. He seized the lad, dragged him to the hall, and de-

spite his protests, told him to wait there until he was excused. Returning to 

the classroom, the Head restored order and lectured the class about the 

importance of good behavior. Now," he said," are there any questions?” 

"One girl stood up timidly. "Please sir," she asked, "May we have our teacher 

back?" 
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Around thirty Church members gathered for a really valuable and enjoyable day. 
They worshipped; listened to each other; found out more about their history as a church; found out more about each 
other – their gifts, experiences as members of St John’s; they shared their hopes (and concerns) for the future; and 
enjoyed good food and fellowship. 
 
Everyone appreciated Olive and Ruth telling their personal stories of their lives at St John’s, and it would be great to 
hear some more from others?  
 
After a slightly self-conscious start they soon got the hang of revealing the gifts we have been given by God, and then 
recognising and affirming the gifts of others. We would like to add to the flower
of us, so if you have not yet taken part please join
out. 
 
The Time-Line is displayed in church, and has attracted a lot of interest and comment. We are still looking for more 
photographs and other information to fill in some of the ‘gaps’. Can you help?
 
A brief overview of the findings of the day has already been compiled and is available in church. It is hoped that this 
will be widely read. And that people will communicate their reactions to the planning team.  They would like to know 

what made people exclaim “yes! I want to be part of that”, and what 
people are still pondering over, or what they disagree about, or 
whether anything is missing. They want to know!

So – what now? 
Well, firstly a big thank you to everyone who participated so enthusiastically on 5 July, and thank you to all 
who helped with the logistics on the day – many hands made light work!   
 
Secondly, another date for your diary: Sunday 14 September, after the 9.30am family communion service, 
there will be an open discussion time to build on the Vision Day, and an opportunity to complete the flower
collage recognising and celebrating the gifts God has given us. Everyone is welcome 
join in. There will be a bring-and-share lunch, too. 
 
Meanwhile, it is important to keep praying and talking to each other. The original planning team has agreed to 
continue meeting together to put the Parish Vision into words and a plan of action. We would like a couple 
more people to join the team – is this something you could consider? Please let us know.
 

A time-line, reflecting the history of St 

John’s helped to set the scene for the day. 

Louise Bale 

on behalf of the Vision Planning Team:  

Olga & Ian Chedzey, Jayne and Neil Biddescombe,  

Jenny Dolan, Chris and Lynn Perry, Revd Simon, Revd Sharon 
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A feed-back session, at the end of the day 
helped participants gather together their 

thinking. 
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Clues Across 
 
1 ‘Through [Christ] we have gained — 

by faith into this grace’    (Romans 5:2) 

(6) 

4  Deprives of sight (Deuteronomy 

16:19) (6) 

8  The words of a hymn do this 

(mostly) (5) 

9  Faithful allegiance (1 Chronicles 

12:33) (7) 

10 Belgium’s chief port (7) 

11 Where John was baptizing 

‘because there was plenty of 

water’    (John 3:23) (5) 

12 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9) 

17 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness 

(Mark 1:13) (5) 

19 Comes between Amos and Jonah 

(7) 

21 ‘Your will be done — — as it is in 

heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) (2,5) 

22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5) 

23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6) 

24 ‘Out of the — I cry to you, O 

Lord’ (Psalm 130:1) (6) 

 

Clues Down 

1  Popular Christian author and hu-

morist, — Plass (6) 

2  Transparent ice-like mineral 

(Revelation 4:6) (7) 

3  Method of compelling surrender 

by surrounding target of attack    (2 

Chronicles 32:1) (5) 

5  Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4) 

6  Lonny (anag.) (5) 

7  Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6) 

9  Husband of Deborah, the proph-

etess (Judges 4:4) (9) 

13 Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) 

(7) 

14 What Christ threatened to do to 

the lukewarm church in Laodicea    

(Revelation 3:16) (4,3) 

15 ‘Simon Peter climbed aboard 

and dragged the net — ’ (John 

21:11)    (6) 

16 His response to Jesus’ decision 

to return to Judea was ‘Let us also 

   go, that we may die with 

him’ (John 11:16) (6) 

18 ‘There will be weeping and 

gnashing of — ’ (Matthew 8:12) (5) 

20 Walkway between rows of pews 

in a church (5) 
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Broken  

How do you fix a broken 

website?  

 

With stick e-tape. 

No tables  

TEACHER: John, why are 

you doing your maths multi-

plication on the floor? 

JOHN: You told me to do it 

without using tables. 

 

Cheese  

They say cheese gives you 

nightmares.  

First day back  

It was the first day of school. As the Head 

made his rounds, he heard a terrible commo-

tion coming from one of the classrooms. He 

rushed in and spotted one boy, taller than the others, who seemed to be 

making the most noise. He seized the lad, dragged him to the hall, and de-

spite his protests, told him to wait there until he was excused. Returning to 

the classroom, the Head restored order and lectured the class about the 

importance of good behavior. Now," he said," are there any questions?” 

"One girl stood up timidly. "Please sir," she asked, "May we have our teacher 

back?" 
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Simon Bale Ordained Priest 

 
In July, Simon Bale, curate at Highbridge and in the other team 
churches was ordained priest in Wells Cathedral. He is now able to 
perform all the functions of a Vicar in the church of England and he 
celebrated his first Eucharist  the Sunday after his ordination. He con-
tinues as an assistant curate here for the next three years, to com-
plete his training.  

Simon has become a 
well-known figure as 
he pedals furiously 
around the parish on 
his bike. 
 
Simon’s wife, Louise, 
is a licensed reader 
and as such is able 
to preach, conduct 
non-Eucharistic ser-
vices and do pastoral 
work in the parishes.  
 
Their presence and 

ministry in the team churches has 
been greatly appreciated. 
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St John’s Church Diary September 2014 
Tues 2nd 7.00pm Baptism Preparation  
Wed 3rd  9.30am  Said Communion 
 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place 
 7.30pm  Worship & Growth 3 Brunels Way  
Thurs 4th 5.30pm Finance Gp. (Stewardship Planning). Vicarage 
Friday 5th 7.00pm Parents Party. Sanctuary Chapel (In Church) 

Sun 7th              Trinity 12  

============================================================= 
Tues 9th 7.00pm PCC Meeting. Church Hall  
Wed 4th   9.30am  Said Communion 
 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place 
Thurs 11th 7.30pm Churches Together AGM. St John’s Church Hall 
Fri 12th 7.30pm Beetle Drive in Church Hall 
Sat 13th 4.30pm Family Service Practice 

============================================================= 
Sun 14th                 Trinity 13 

After the Family Service at St John’s we hope as many people as possible will be 
able to come along for a discussion following on from the vision 

day – followed by a bring and share lunch 

============================================================= 
Tues 16th 10.00am Toddler Group in Hall 
Wed 17th  9.30am  Said Communion  
 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place 
Fri 19th 7.30pm Team Skittles Night, Bason Bridge 
Sat 20th 9.00am Full Peel attempt 
 1pm  Wedding 

St Johns, Highbridge East Huntspill West Huntspill Mark 

8.00am Said Comm. 
9.30am  Family Comm.
   

3pm   Harvest 
Service 

  

11am Morning 
Worship 

9.30am 

Communion 

St Johns, Highbridge East Huntspill West Huntspill Mark 

8.00am Said Comm. 
9.30am  Sung Comm. 
3pm Baptisms 
 

11am Communion 

  
8am Communion 

3pm “@3” 

9.30am 

Communion 
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  Music be the food 

 of life, play on!       
 
As a very powerful art form music stirs the human spirit. Nobody 
knows how or why, but no other animal seems to enjoy music at a 
conscious level or makes music for sheer pleasure.  
 
It also happens to be good for your general health and wellbeing. So 
why not come and join The Burnham & Highbridge Choral Society on 
Thursday evenings during September - May at 7.30pm in the Method-
ist Church Hall, College Street, Burnham on Sea.  
 
We're a friendly group of people, who enjoy singing various types of 
choral music which, as our repertoire grows, includes some more 
modern pieces.   
This season we will be attending various local events including the       
Co-operative Funeralcare Memorial concert in Weston. 
          
 We're a mixed choir, so Men & Women are welcome. There are NO 
auditions. The first 3 weeks are free, so there is no pressure to decide 
on the first night.  The new season starts on Thursday 4th September 
2014 at 7.30pm. We look forward to meeting new people who enjoy 
singing as much as we do. You will be made very welcome.  

        
The programme for Christmas will consist of a variety of music from:- 
Britten, Gritton, Lauridsen, Rutter, San Saens, Vivaldi and Warlock. 

             
For more information contact Bev Hearn 01934 732041 or email 
jane.lee36@btinternet.com Or visit our 
Facebook page where you will also find 
some video clips of our past concerts. 
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
BurnhamAndHighbridgeChoralSociety ( 
You do not have to be a member of Face-
book to do this) .          
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Sun 21st         Battle of Britain Sunday    Trinity 14 

=========================================================== 
Tues 23rd  10.00am   Toddler Group in Hall 
Wed 24th 9.30am  Said Communion 
 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place 
 7.30pm Emmaus Course, West Huntspill Methodist Church 
Sat 27th 10.30am Celebrating 20 years of shared male & female  
   priestly ministry. Wells Cathedral 
 4.00pm Wedding 
================================================================= 

Sunday 28th      Trinity 15 

Tues 30th 10am Toddler Group in hall 
 7.00pm Baptism Preparation 

October 
Wed 1st 9.30am  Said Communion 
 10.00am  Foodbank Listening Place 
Fri 3rd 7.30pm Servers Doughnut Party 
Sat 4th 10am  Quarterly Peel 
================================================================= 

 
 

Our Team…… 
“United in bringing the light of Christ into our communities”. 

 

St Johns, Highbridge East 
Huntspill 

West Huntspill Mark 

9.00am Said Comm. 
3pm Communion and 
Tea. With invited mem-
bers of RAFA 
 

  
3pm Comm 

11am Family 
Communion 

9.30am Family 

Communion 

  
5pm Evensong 

St Johns, Highbridge East Huntspill West Huntspill Mark 

8.00am Said Comm. 
9.30am  Sung Comm. 
5.00pm Creative Worship 

6.30pm YDG   

11am Morning 
Worship 

11am Harvest 
Communion 

9.30am 

Communion 
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TAKING CARE OF 

YOUR RELATIONSHIP 

Surviving the Kids 
 
Much as you may love your children, they  almost 
always put a degree of strain on a relationship. 
Looking after them  inevitably means that there is 
less time for each other. Furthermore, bringing up 
children is a complex task, and there is no training for it. Mostly, we 
make it up as we go along. Some of it we get right, and some of it 
goes wrong. Because of this, there can easily be arguments over the 
best way to treat the children, or how to deal with the unexpected 
challenges they throw at their parents. 
 
Whatever the pressures, it is vital to take time out for yourselves—pay 
a child sitter, enrol relatives to help or whatever, but do make time to 
be together and to maintain real intimacy between you. 
 
However you may disagree, it is always important to show a united 
front to the children. They are very skilled manipulators, and if you 
show your differences to them, they will lose out on the discipline 
they need in the process of growing up. Those differences, with the 

children in the middle’ will be destruc-
tive to the children and to the relation-
ship between their parents. 
 
Time spent alone together, without 
the children present can provide an 
invaluable opportunity to talk out 
those differences and to arrive at 
some sort of a working compromise. 
However, it is important not to let the 
children hijack the whole of that pri-
vate time together. That time is need-
ed to share intimate personal stuff 
and hopes and aspirations—to tell 
each other what you need and what 
you can better do without. 
 

John Ruffle 

I know my Mum prays. I hear 
her say, “Thank God” when 
I’ve gone to bed. 
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From the July/August Registers... 
 

Baptisms “May they grow in faith 
3rd August:   Anya Lovibond-Stephens, Bella Elisabeth Page, 
  Poppie  Owen-Perks, 
17th August:  Maya-Rae Ladipo,  
31st August: Iolah Morgan, Owen Webb, Joseph Thorn 
 
Funerals  “Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord” 
1st August  Rodney Wilson 

 
Magazine Copy date 

The copy date for the October Magazine is 
Wednesday 17th September 

 
Articles can be placed in the magazine folder situated 

At the back of  
St John’s church or passed to Joyce Dunbaven,   

Email copy can be sent to  john.ruffle01@btinternet.com 

 

Items received after the copy date may not be included in the next 
edition of the magazine. 

EXIT WONGA FROM THE CHURCH 

COMMISSIONERS’ PORTFOLIO 

 
Church Commissioners for England were recently “pleased to 
announce” that their indirect investment exposure to Wonga in 
their venture capital portfolio has been removed. The Church 
Commissioners no longer have any financial or any other inter-
est in Wonga. 
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How? 
We are back with hymns! Verses 3–6 of Psalm 150 encourage praise 

with music: cymbals and trombones, harps and pipes. Our praise can 

sometimes feel a bit muted. Maybe we need to look at how sporting 

crowds praise their teams, again, and leap up and down and crash cym-

bals? If we feel the urge, why not?! Every means we have to make sound 

is to be used to praise the Lord!  

 
Why? 

Why offer praise? Praise is an outpouring of thanks, a recognition of joy, 

an acknowledgement of love even. In Ps 150 we are encouraged: “Praise 

him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness.”  

 
Sometimes our praise of God can be anything but the joyful, excited af-

fair that we see after a major sporting success. Sometimes we can make 

it all a bit formal, a bit predictable. But every time we share communion 

we say, ‘It is right to give thanks and praise’. Hymns are one means of 

praising. But we shouldn’t stop there. Think of ways you can show praise 

for all God does. If it feels like praise, it probably is! And if it feels like 

praise, then do it!  

Rev Dr Simon Bale 

ST JOHN’S MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Saturday October 25 8.30 am 

 
Fried or 
scrambled 
egg. 
 
Contact      

Derek Morris

Tel: 792089 
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WOMEN BISHOPS—at last! 

...but a painful process. 
 
Since the General Synod of the Church of England gave its final ap-
proval for women to become bishops in July, the first woman bishop 
could potentially be appointed by the end of the year. 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, said:  “This is the comple-
tion of what was begun over 20 years ago with the ordination of wom-
en as priests. I am delighted with the result.  … My aim, and I believe 
the aim of the whole church, should be to be able to offer a place of 
welcome and growth for all. …It is not winner take all, but in love a 
time for the family to move on together.” 
 
The Archbishop of York, Dr. John Sentamu, said:  “Generations of 
women have served the Lord faithfully in the Church of England for 
centuries. It is a moment of joy: the office of Bishop is open to 
them.   To those who ask ‘what took you so long?’ my answer is that 
every decision has a cost and there will be those within our body who 
will be hurting as a result of this decision.  Our answer to the hurting 
should not be ‘get over it’ but rather ‘we will not let go until you have 
blessed us.  We move slowly because we move together… As the Afri-
can Proverb says: ‘Whoever walks fast, travels alone. Whoever walks 
far, walks in the company of others’.”  
  
The legislation approved this summer includes a House of Bishops 
declaration, underpinned by five guiding principles and a disputes res-
olution procedure. Following the vote on the measure which enables 
women to become Bishops, the Synod voted on enabling legislation 
(Canon) and also rescinded existing legislation (Act of Synod) as part 
of a package of measures being proposed.  
 
Following the vote, the measure moves to the Leg-
islative Committee of General Synod and then to 
the Ecclesiastical Committee of the Houses of Par-
liament where the legislation will be considered. 
Subject to Parliamentary approval, the measure 
will return to the General Synod in November of 
this year where it will come into force after its 
promulgation (legal formal announcement). 
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I was interested to see a few weeks ago the celebrations and praises 

showered on the German football team, both at the the moment they 

won the world cup, and also when they returned home to Berlin. Huge 

crowds, screaming and shouting, lots of noise, and, of course, singing!  

 

If ever you attend a football match, you may well hear singing. Some of it 

may be a little … earthy … but the words and even tunes of many football 

songs praise the team or individual players, picking out particular as-

pects of certain players skills, and so on.  

 

The praises were sincere, but, of course, entirely earthly. Sometime very 

earthy. But they show how important praise is to us humans! And it so 

often seems more sincere, more authentic, when praise is sung. Whether 

you enjoy football or not, you cannot ignore the excitement and joy that 

was felt by many at the success of ‘their’ team, and it somehow seems 

entirely appropriate to praise the German team for what they achieved.  

 

So, what about praising God, so much vaster and more significant than 

even football, so much vaster than anything we can conceive of, and, in 

our lives as Christians, so much more exciting and joyful than anything 

we might experience!  

 

How do we show praise, why, and, to 

begin with, where?  

 

Where? 
The Psalms are full of praises and 

hymns, singing and joyfulness, and 

nowhere more perhaps than the last 

one, Psalm 150. Have a look at it. It 

explains this praise thing very well, 

and tells us that we can and should 

praise God everywhere. In church and 

in the streets, in our homes, in cars… 

everywhere: “Praise God in his sanc-

tuary; praise him in his mighty heav-

ens.”  

 

Giving praise isn’t just something to 
do in church, but outside as well: 
with others, wherever you feel the 
urge! Don’t hold back.      Continued on page 9 
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I said nothing. Not an “Our Father”, nor an “It is right to give thanks and 

praise,” would pass my lips. I’d share the peace, but other than that the 

only thing I’d do is sing. No prayers, no responses. Just the hymns. I was 

even a member of the music group playing my guitar at family services. 

But nothing else.  

 

Now, almost 15 years since I acknowledged my faith, it seems odd never 

to have spoken during those services. Even so, my faith was encouraged 

in no small part because of the hymns I sang and I remain inspired by 

music, and by singing. I recognise the power of hymns in our worship. 

Added to which, I grew up in the Congregational Church where hymns 

feature a great deal, and that counts for a lot, I 

am sure.  

 

Even so, sometimes hymns can seem a bit of 

an afterthought, not especially central to the 

main business of the Eucharist, for example. 

So, next time you are standing in the pew, re-

flect on the hymns. Contemplate the words you 

are singing, and also the music being played. 

Both words and music have spiritual content. 

Both words and music can move us. They are 

emotive, evocative, inspirational. And that is 

why services like "Songs of Praise" can draw us 

into a world of faith that might otherwise pass 

us by. Hymns help us connect with God through 

music, which is independent of language and goes straight to our spiritu-

al core.  

 

Of course, the words matter and there are hymns whose words give me 

some concern, theologically. Sometimes  I am not at all sure I believe in 

the God described by some hymns. That is also for a future article, per-

haps, but thinking about the words can be a prayerful action. ‘Just’ sing-

ing the hymns we can miss out on the meaning.  

 

Praise 
Then there is the second word, “Praise”. Hymns are not just about intel-

lectual contemplation. Good hymns can bring out a sense of joy and 

thankfulness, praise and wonder. Praise is an essential part of worship. 

We give thanks to God for all God has done, and we praise God’s glori-

ous name. How? What do we actually do?  
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Continued from page 3 
 
I do not know how anyone could visit such atrocities on others. I do 
not know how anyone could disregard the innocence of people 
caught in the crossfire, or how anyone could be so appalled at the 
beliefs of another that they would want to execute them. Aren’t I for-
tunate? I live in a nation where we are so comfortable, so stable, so 
blessed by peace.  
 
Will that last, however? Whenever we show anger at another for not 
being like us, for behaving in ways that challenge our way of life, we 
are in danger of going along the road that leads to hatred and con-
flict.  
 
In our peaceful corner of Somerset, I pray that we can continue to 
find ways to see in others the beauty of God, and to value anyone, 
whoever they are, whatever their faith and whatever their back-
ground, as beloved of God. If we can live like that, then we can at 
least show others there are ways that do not require hatred and ap-
palling cruelty.  

 
Rev Dr Simon Bale 

Songs of Praise,  

I will ever give to thee… 

Songs 
“Songs of Praise”… Notice the two key words. 

“Songs" and “Praise". They go together even better than a horse and 

carriage. When we sing, we are drawn closer to God. Good hymns reveal 

to us a deeper nature of God. We all have our favourites, and we all have 

those which we find difficult to understand. Think about what yours 

might be.  

 

It may come as a surprise to learn that for many years I went to church 

without having any inkling that I would eventually become a Christian. I 

was a determined atheist. It’s a long and complicated story (I’ll explain 

at another time…) but I would trundle along to church most Sundays. I’d 

sit in the pew. I’d stand up when everyone else stood up and I’d sit down 

when everyone else sat down.  
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By the time this edition of St John’s Magazine is 
published,  summer will be almost over, and we 
shall be looking forward to the changing colours of 
autumn. 
 
This autumn, we hope to bring you news of people and events at St 
Johns, as well as information about what is happening in the wider 
church. There will also be comment on national and international 
events with the hope of encouraging  reflection on them from a Chris-
tian point of view. There will also be articles about relationships and 
family life. 
 
With all this, we give readers the opportunity to express their views, to 
ask questions and to contribute articles. How about being the first  to 
contribute to “Readers’ Views and Comments”? 

ditorial E 

Simon Says 
Difficult Times? 

As I write, the bombs have begun again in Gaza and Israel and peo-
ple are running for their lives, quite literally, in areas of Iraq. In Syria 
the conflict continues and around one in six people in Lebanon is a 
Syrian refugee. And, this in the week we commemorate the cen-
tenary of the start of the First World War. It was called the war to end 
all wars…? I think not. 
 
So, what do we do about it? How do we respond to such horror where 
people are being killed for not being the ‘right' religion, or for being in 
the wrong building when a missile hits? How do we make sense of it?  
 
I’m not sure we can make sense of it. That is probably why it feels so 
appalling. If we could get  handle on what is happening, perhaps it 
would all become so much more acceptable?  

Continued on page  5 
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Marriage Alive and 

Well 

 
The death of marriage has been exaggerat-
ed, it seems:  there is currently the biggest 
rise in getting married in the UK since the 
end of the Second World War.   The num-
ber of weddings in England and Wales in-
creased by 5.3 per cent in 2012 to more 
than 262,000 – the highest for a decade.  
And that figure doesn’t include the growing numbers of couples get-
ting married abroad. 
 
Taken alongside the biggest year-on-year increase in the number of 
church weddings for more than 30 years, some family lawyers say it 
points to a revival of support for ‘traditional’ marriage.  The new Bish-
op of Liverpool, the Rt Rev Paul Bayes, said:  “People now see mar-
riage …as a crown on the life that they have made together.”    

Dads in the 

delivery room 

 
19 out of 20 fathers are pre-

sent when their partner gives 

birth.  “Far from feeling forced 

into the delivery suite, fathers 

want to be there to share the 

experience and support their 

partner.”  So finds the British 

Pregnancy Advisory Service.   

The presence of fathers in the 

delivery room has risen dra-

matically in the past five dec-

ades;  back in 1960 only one 

in 10 fathers attended the 

birth. 
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 Christian Aid welcomes Government ambition to 

tackle FGM and child marriage 

 
Long-term solutions to end female genital mutilation (FGM) and child 

marriage are essential to ensure progress towards ending harmful prac-

tices, says Christian Aid. 

 

Better opportunities for girls and women, supporting survivors and pro-

tecting girls at risk were among the key areas to be addressed at the 

recent Girl Summit hosted by the UK Prime Minister and jointly organ-

ised by the Department for International Development and UNICEF. Ap-

proximately 140 million girls and women are currently living with the 

consequences of FGM globally, of whom 92 million live in Africa.  World-

wide, more than 60 million girls are child brides 

 

“We welcome the Summit and DfID’s ambition to tackle these issues 

and the recognition of the key role of faith-based and civil organisations 

in the fight against both practices,” said Christian Aid.  “Working with 

communities, education and engaging with religious and traditional lead-

ers is essential.”   
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WEEKLY SERVICES 

1st, 2nd, 4th SUNDAYS 
Said Communion 8.00 am 
Sung Communion 9.30 am 
 
 
2nd Sunday All Age Communion Service at 9.30 am 
A service in which children are encouraged to take part 
 
 
3rd Sunday 
Said Communion 9.00 am 
Shorter Communion (with Hymns) 3.00 pm 
(Followed by  Tea and Cake) 
 
 
5th Sunday 
Joint Service in one of the Team Churches as announced. 
 
 
WEEKDAYS 
Morning Prayer is said most mornings at 8.45 am 
 
Wednesday Said Eucharist 9.30 am 
 
 
Baptisms, Weddings and Banns of Marriage 
Can be arranged by  contacting Reverend Dr Simon Bale, Tel. 
792701 
 
 
Holy Communion for the sick and housebound  
This can be  arranged by contacting the Rev. Sharon Crossman, Tel. 
789290. 



 

Vicar 
Associate Priest 
Assistant Curate 

Rev’d Sharon Crossman 
Rev’d Tonya Nixon 
Rev’s Dr Simon Bale 

789290 
793950 
792701 

Church Wardens Mr Ian Chedzey 
Mr Chris Perry 

785367 
783753 

PCC Secretary   

PCC Treasurer Mr Bob Attwood 781892 

Gift Aid Recorder Mr Neil Biddiscombe 788262 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Jenny Dolan 785935 

Sacristan Mr Graham Dunbaven 781494 

Organists Mrs Shirley Vickery-Mills 785371 

Flower Rota Mrs Olga Chedzey 785367 

Safeguarding Appointed Person Mrs Jo Burridge-Clayton 780130 

Church Hall Bookings Mrs Pat Burge 788134 

Tower Captain  Mr Ron Fisher 786131 

Magazine Mrs Joyce Dunbaven 783583 

Childrens’ Ministry Mrs Liz Davies 256323 

Men’s breakfast Mr Derek Morris 792089 

Toddler Group Mrs Chris Preston 
Mrs Jenny Pope 

787027 
788979 

WHO’S WHO AT ST JOHN’S 

THE CHURCH HALL 
Is available for hire at reasonable rates 

Single or weekly bookings 

Please contact the Booking Secretary: Mrs Pat Burge 

Tel. 788134 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

SICK VISITING 
We are entirely dependent upon members of the congregation for 
information about those who may be ill and/or would like a visit, or 
would appreciate having Holy Communion taken to them. 
 
CLERGY DAYS OFF 
For reasons of general health and sanity, the clergy need to keep 
some time each week free of duties. If parishioners would normally 
leave the Vicar and the Curate free on Mondays   they would be very 
grateful. 
 
BAPTISMS AND WEDDINGS 
Normally up to five or six weeks’ notice is required for baptisms but it 
is helpful to have six months’ notice for a wedding. Monthly baptism 
“Surgeries” are held in the Church Hall. Please contact the curate 
(Tel. 792701) in the first instance. 
 
FLOWER ROTA 
Floral decorations in our church are arranged by a rota of volunteers 
and entirely funded by kind donations from Church members and 
others, often in memory of loved ones or in celebration of an anniver-
sary. Enquiries, please, to Olga Chedzey, (Tel. 785367). 
 
FREE WILL OFFERING SCHEME 
This helps members of the congregation to be systematic in their giv-
ing by the use of bank standing orders, where possible, or otherwise 
by the use of numbered weekly envelopes. If you pay income tax or 
tax on savings/capital gains, H M Revenue and Customs will pay a 
further 28% to the Church at no extra cost to you, if you sign a Gift Aid 
Declaration form. For further information about these matters, please 
contact Neil Biddiscombe, Gift Aid Recorder (Tel. 788262). Strict con-
fidentiality is guaranteed. 
 
ELECTORAL ROLL 
If you are a regular worshipper at St John’s, you are entitled to have 
your name on the Electoral Roll. Information is available from the 
Electoral Roll Secretary, Jenny Dolan (Tel. 785935). 



THE COFFEE 
SHOP 

 

St John’s Church Hall 

Every Wednesday morning 

10.00 am to 12 noon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RELAX AND CHAT 
AMONG FRIENDS 

 
Everyone welcome 
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